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After spending a di�  cult winter at Valley 
Forge, George Washington led the 
Continental Army in pursuit of the British 
Army moving from Philadelphia to New 
York City. On June 28, 1778, the army 
caught up with the British and defeated 
them at Monmouth Court House. 

The principal � gure in the battle is George 
Washington. His planning, his orders, and 
his actions on the battle� eld dominate the 
story. After the � rst rebu�  of his advance 
guard under Charles Lee, it is Washington 
who matched each movement of the 
enemy with decisive actions of his own. 
In doing so he attained a tactical victory 
on the battle� eld that had major strategic 
implications. Because of his leadership, and 
the actions of his army, both he and the 
Continental Army gained renewed respect 
from Congress, the American people, and 
the enemy. 

Washington’s success solidi� ed his position 
as the face of the Revolutionary e� ort. 
While the Congress was often ine� ectual 
or even non-existent, Washington and his 
army became the symbol of the Revolution. 

Modern authors have contributed greatly to 
our knowledge of the battle of Monmouth 
but in doing so have tried to interpret or 
analyse it through our modern point of view, 
losing sight of what happened, disregarding 
the perceptions, opinions, and conclusions 
of the people who took part in the battle 
and its aftermath. This book is di� erent in 
that it uses only � rst-person accounts to 
reach conclusions or render judgments. In 
addition to changing the perceptions of the 
victory of the Continental Army, modern 
historians have distorted the story further 
through the court martial of Charles Lee in 
the aftermath of the battle, giving it undue 
importance.
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“A � ne account of the battle of Monmouth.”
—Bill Welsch, Richmond Revolutionary War Roundtable

A towering � gure on a white horse, George Washington 
led his Continental Army to victory over the British 
Army in the longest battle of the Revolutionary War 
on June 28, 1778. This is that story, told by the people 
who experienced it.
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