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From Jeff Dacus, historian and columnist in Leatherneck and 
Armor magazines, this is the exciting, personal account of a 
Marine fighter squadron in the South Pacific during the critical 
days of 1943 when the tide turned against the Japanese. Based on 
individual interviews and wartime documents, this is a thrilling 
narrative of the Marines who lived, and died, during the 
toughest battles of the entire war. It looks at the war through the 
eyes of some of the greatest fighter pilots of all time, including 
Bob Hanson, the “Maharajah of Rabaul,” and highest scoring 
Corsair pilot in history.  

 
 

“FIGHTING CORSAIRS is a page turner. I couldn’t put it down! Jeff Dacus tells an exciting and 
riveting tale of young men in combat in World War II. It is the story of men and machines, in 
which the pilots and ground crews of VMF-215 learned the quirks of the famed, bent-winged F4U 
Corsair and how to make the most of its powerful engine and armament.” Bob Drury, author of 
the bestseller HALSEY’S TYPHOON    
  

"I would advise popping a Dramamine before stepping into the cockpit of a Corsair with the 
fearless and fearsome Marine pilots ascending, diving, and barrel-rolling through the skies while 
engaging in breathtaking dogfights with enemy Zeros in Jeff Dacus's powerful and riveting 
account of World War II's Pacific air campaign.” Ricardo Herrera, U.S Army War College 

 
 

Author Jeff Dacus is a retired Marine tanker who volunteers with local veterans groups and is a 
speaker at historical events. He is also a retired schoolteacher who taught U.S. history for 35 
years. He has written numerous articles in Leatherneck, The Journal of the Company of Military 
Historians, Marine Corps Tanker’s Association Newsletter, and Armor Magazines, as well as online 
for the Journal of the American Revolution. He is the winner of the 2020 General Roy S. Geiger 
Award given to the author of the best article in the field of Marine Corps Aviation. He resides in 
Vancouver, Washington. 
 
 www.jeffdacus.com 
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